
Simon James French

What is a sound that is memorable to you?


That's a question that Simon James French opens his Kyoto in Sound podcast. It is a question he poses to 
fellow residents in Kyoto, Japan where he is now living.


Concurrent with recording sounds from this intriguing city, he also leads sound walks in which he 
encourages participants to record the sounds which are memorable to them and with which he then 
creates a souvenir audio postcard for them.


It is with a little bit of trepidation that Andrew Stuck is interviewing Simon on a Zoom call as he is a 
sound artist and professional at manipulating audio. As it happens the pair of them have some problems 
before they even start recording. But don't worry as it won't detract from your enjoyment.
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Notes from the podcast interview by Andrew Stuck: Recorded on a Zoom call and published in 
September, 2026.  http://www.talkingwalking.net 


Simon James French’s website and Kyoto in Sound podcast: https://www.kyotoinsound.com/podcast  
Book a private guided sound walk led by Simon in which you do the recording: https://
www.kyotoinsound.com/ 


Janet Cardiff https://cardiffmiller.com/ Forty part Motet https://cardiffmiller.com/installations/the-forty-
part-motet/ 

Cody Ellingham: https://codyellingham.com/


Sound recording with binaural mics: https://www.spencerbruce.com/blog1/2023/8/15/capturing-the-
sonic-landscape-a-guide-to-binaural-field-recording-methods-and-techniques 


Shimogama shrine in Kyoto: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shimogamo_Shrine 


Simon recommends Episode 2 of his Kyoto in Sound podcast for recording of autumn crickets: https://
www.simonjamesfrench.com/kyoto-in-sound-episode-02/ 


Uguisu or Japanese Bush warbler has song likened to that of the nightingale: https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Japanese_bush_warbler 


The Chion-in temple in east Kyoto: https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3928.html


Crosswalks in Kyoto have bird sounds to indicate the direction of travel: https://www.youtube.com/
shorts/NJL__3iaX_0
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