TALKING WALKING

Ainslie Murray

Australian Ainslie Murray is a visiting scholar at the Rachel Carson Centre for Environment and Society in
Munich, Germany and Andrew Stuck takes the opportunity of contacting her over Zoom before she
returns home. Ainslie has been teaching architectural design at the University of New South Wales in
Sydney for several years and concurrently researching Walking art. She’s a keen solo hiker following trails
not only in the Australian bush but also around the world and she’s particularly interested in researching
the temporary structures that hikers create with their tents and belongings as they walk the trails.
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Notes from the podcast interview by Andrew Stuck: Recorded on a Zoom call in August and published in
September 2026. http://www.talkingwalking.net

Ainslie Murray’s websites: https://www.ainsliemurray.com/ and https://itinerant.academy/ and as an
academic at the University of New South Wales: https://www.unsw.edu.au/staff/ainslie-murray

The Rachel Carson Centre for Environment and Society: https://www.carsoncenter.uni-muenchen.de/
index.html

Among the many residencies that Ainslie has attended she has particularly strong memories of
Bundanon https://www.bundanon.com.au/ not far from Sydney, and she was recently artist-in-residence
at the Joshua Tree National Park https://www.nps.gov/jotr/getinvolved/supportyourpark/air.htm She
joined Andrew Stuck and some 28 other artists at a Walking & Art residency at the Banff Centre for Arts
and Creativity https://www.banffcentre.ca/, in the Canadian Rockies in September 2007, and returned
there recently for a solo residency at their Leighton Studios https://www.banffcentre.ca/leighton-artist-
studios .

For Andrew, it has been quite a year, as earlier in January he interviewed Barbara Lounder, who was also
an artist at the residency in 2007 - listen to that interview here: https://www.talkingwalking.net/barbara-
lounder-and-robert-bean-talking-walking/

Ainslie’s paper ‘Tent, Pack, Stick: Walking with mundane architectures in arid Australia’ was published in
the Journal of Cultural Geographies https://journals.sagepub.com/home/cgj

In 2022, Ainslie hiked some of the Larapinta Trail in Central Australia: https://www.larapintatrail.com.au/

Suggested walks

1. Char Dham Yatra Pilgrimage - to four sources of the Ganges: https://www.divyaindia.com/blogs/blog/
the-char-dham-yatra-indias-most-sacred-pilgrimage-explained? - Ainslie walked there in 2004

2. The Grampians Peaks Trail in Victoria, Australia https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/parks/
grampians-national-park/things-to-do/grampians-peaks-trail - Ainslie walked here earlier this year. For
more information on the Trail architecture see https://mcgregorcoxall.com/projects/grampians-peaks-
trail-gariwerd/ (Lead consultants) and https://www.drapernoxon.com/grampians-peaks-trail (Stage 2
Architects)
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