
The	Safest	Way

Not	everything	goes	according	to	plan.	Andrew	Stuck	is	to	meet	the	two	young	co-founders	of	the	route-
finding	app	The	Safest	Way.	The	rendezvous	is	at	the	café	kiosk	at	the	Kingston	Gate	of	London’s	
Richmond	Park.	The	weather	forecast	says	it’s	going	to	be	rainy	and	windy.	Hardly	ideal	conditions	to	
record	an	interview	on	a	walk,	in	a	park.


As	it	happens,	Andrew	learned	that	Ilya	Ilyankou	wasn’t	going	to	join	his	co-founder	Alesja	Gilvear	until	
sometime	after	our	meeting	time.	At	the	kiosk	there’s	a	man	of	similar	age	to	Andrew,	also	waiting.	
When	the	person	who	Andrew	thought	might	be	Alesja	approaches,	Andrew	was	somewhat	caught	out	
that	it	was	the	other	man	that	she	greeted	and	not	him.	However,	this	turned	out	to	be	Ed	Parsons,	a	
digital	geographer,	who	happens	to	live	locally,	from	whom	Alesja	and	Ilya	have	been	receiving	advice.


So,	as	you’ll	learn	from	this	interview	they	begin	as	a	threesome	and	then	Ilya	does	eventually	join	them.		


36’17”	17.4MB


Notes	from	the	podcast	interview	by	Andrew	Stuck:	Recorded	in	Richmond	Park,	London	in	February	
and	published	in	July,	2026.		http://www.talkingwalking.net	


Safest	Way	https://safestway.co.uk	co	founders	Aleisja	Gilvear	joined	the	Geovation	Accelerator	
Programme	https://geovation.uk/startups/safest-way/	and	Iliya	Liyankou:	https://ilyankou.com/	is	a	
researcher	at	UCL’s	Space-Time	Lab:	https://profiles.ucl.ac.uk/95697-ilya-ilyankou	

Ed	Parsons	https://www.edparsons.com/	


Download	Safest	Way:

AppStore:	https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/safest-way/id6502523910

Google	Play:	https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.safestway&hl=en


Safest	Way	in	the	media:

The	Conversation:	https://theconversation.com/whats-the-safest-way-to-walk-home-at-night-weve-
created-an-ai-powered-app-that-shows-you-271710

BBC	NEWS:	https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cm2pndkmk0ko

The	Standard:	https://www.standard.co.uk/comment/safest-way-app-women-safety-london-
b1285889.html	


Safeway	Supermarkets	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Safeway_(UK)


Street	lighting	data:	https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/news/new-national-street-lights-data-from-
ordnance-survey	

Freedom	of	Information	Act	-	how	to	make	a	request:	https://www.gov.uk/make-a-freedom-of-
information-request

CCTV	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Closed-circuit_television	

Milton	Keynes	underpasses:	https://mkcdc-catalogue.org.uk/content/catalogue_item/architectural-
models-collection/milton-keynes-city-centre-underpass-infrastructure	and	why	there	are	so	many:	
https://www.ontheverge.org.uk/the-underpasses-project.html

Crimerate	UK:	https://crimerate.co.uk/
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Signs	for	surveillance	can	be	effective:	https://www.met.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/protect-home-
crime/keep-burglars-out-property/	


Go	Jauntly:	https://www.gojauntly.com/	listen	to	a	Talking	Walking	interview	with	Go	Jauntly	founder	
Hanna	Sutch:	https://www.talkingwalking.net/hana-sutch-talking-walking/	

Walk	It:	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walkit.com		listen	to	a	Talking	Walking	interview	with	Walk	It	
founder	Jamie	Wallace:	https://www.talkingwalking.net/jamie-wallace-talking-walking/	

Community	Safety:	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/community-safety-partnerships/
community-safety-partnerships	


Blue	Light	maps:	https://bluelightmaps.com/	

GeoMob:	https://thegeomob.com/

Uber:	https://www.uber.com/gb/en/	


Parents	of	the	murdered	schoolgirl	Milly	Dowler	promoted	the	Teach	my	Mum	to	Text	campaign:	https://
www.theguardian.com/media/2003/oct/14/newmedia.childprotection	

Gender	equality	in	cities:	https://eurocities.eu/focusarea/gender-equality/	


Alesja	suggests	a	walk:

Walk	to	the	Isabelle	Plantation	in	Richmond	Park,	London:	https://www.royalparks.org.uk/visit/parks/
richmond-park/isabella-plantation	


Ed	suggests	a	walk:

Along	the	London	Loop	-	the	M25	of	London’s	strategic	walking	routes:		https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/
walking/loop-walk	


Ilya	suggests	a	walk:

Kent	&	Sussex	coastal	walks	within	90-120	minutes	by	train:	https://www.southeasternrailway.co.uk/
travel-inspiration/local-escapes/coastal-walks		
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