
Marlene	Creates

In	May	2025,	multi-award-winning	Canadian	photographer	and	environmental	artist	Marlene	Creates	is	in	
Brighton,	England,	and	Andrew	Stuck	takes	the	opportunity	to	meet	her	there.


They	are	walking	in	woodland	not	far	from	Preston	Park	train	station	and	Andrew	invites	her	to	compare	their	
surroundings	to	where	she	lives	on	the	island	of	Newfoundland	off	the	east	coast	of	mainland	Canada.


Marlene	uses	the	6-acre	patch	of	old-growth	boreal	forest	where	she	lives	as	an	outdoor	studio	and	now	spends	
much	of	her	time	there	observing	how	it	changes	with	the	seasons,	photographing	what	she	sees,	and	writing	
poetry	to	describe	the	unseen.


She’s	been	sharing	this	forest	with	primary	school	children,	inviting	them	to	go	on	multidisciplinary	guided	walks	
to	learn	about	the	nature	of	their	local	ecosystem,	as	well	as	concurrently	bringing	back	to	light	terms	in	the	
Newfoundland	dialect	through	video-poems.


Andrew	and	Marlene	chat	about	her	unusual	field	research	back	in	the	1980s,	when	she	came	to	Britain	and	rode	
thousands	of	miles	on	a	1968	Vespa	motor	scooter,	and	they	discuss	her	walking	art	practice.	The	podcast	ends	
with	her	reading	a	list	poem	composed	of	over	100	verbs	that	describe	ways	of	walking.	We	retreated	indoors	to	
make	the	recording	of	Marlene	reciting	the	poem.	She	also	shared	other	words	and	phrases	related	to	walking	
that	she	found	in	the	Dictionary	of	Newfoundland	English	that	she	would	like	to	be	brought	back	into	common	
parlance.
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Notes	from	the	podcast	interview	by	Andrew	Stuck:	Recorded	on	a	walk	in	Hollingbury	and	Burstead	Woods,	
Brighton,	UK,	in	May	2025	and	published	in	February	2026.		http://www.talkingwalking.net	


Hollingbury	and	Burstead	Woods:	https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/libraries-leisure-and-arts/parks-and-green-
spaces/hollingbury-park-and-woods


Marlene’s	website:	https://www.marlenecreates.ca	and	her	biography:	https://marlenecreates.ca/bio.html	


The	Boreal	Poetry	Garden	in	Portugal	Cove:	https://www.marlenecreates.ca/works/2005boreal.html	


Historic	seasonal	migratory	fishery	in	Conception	Bay,	Newfoundland:	https://www.heritage.nf.ca/articles/
exploration/settlement-patterns.php


The	Portugal	Cove	ecosystem	including	the	Blast	Hole	Pond	River:	https://pcsp.ca/about-pcsp/nature-and-
environment/	


Vespa	motor	scooters:	https://www.vespa.com/gb_EN/models/	


Robert	Smithson’s	“Spiral	Jetty”:	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spiral_Jetty

Michael	Heizer’s	“Double	Negative”	(trench	in	the	Nevada	desert):	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Double_Negative_(artwork)


Some	of	Marlene’s	work	from	the	1980s:

“Paper,	Stones,	and	Water”	(1979–1985):	https://www.marlenecreates.ca/works/1981paper.html	


“A	Hand	to	Standing	Stones,	Scotland	1983”:	http://www.marlenecreates.ca/works/1983hand.html	
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More	recent	works	include	works	inspired	by	and	derived	from	the	Dictionary	of	Newfoundland	English	(University	
of	Toronto	Press,	1982):	https://www.mun.ca/munfla/collection/dictionary-of-newfoundland-english-dne/	


A	Newfoundland	Treasury	of	Terms	for	Ice	and	Snow	(2011–2014):	https://www.marlenecreates.ca/works/
2013ice.html	


“From	the	Ground	Tier	to	a	Sparrow	Batch:	A	Newfoundland	Treasury	of	Terms	for	Ice	and	Snow,	Blast	Hole	Pond	
River,	Winter	2012–2013”	(40-part	video-poem):	https://vimeo.com/89396222	


“Sea	Ice,	Conception	Bay,	Newfoundland,	March	2014”:	https://vimeo.com/169694402	


“Larch,	Spruce,	Fir,	Birch,	Hand,	Blast	Hole	Pond	Road,	Newfoundland	2007–2026”:	https://
www.marlenecreates.ca/works/2007larch.html	


Hurricane	Igor:	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hurricane_Igor	


A	forthcoming	book	to	be	published	by	Memorial	University	Press	on	school	children’s	memory	maps	of	their	
guided	walks	in	The	Boreal	Poetry	Garden	will	include	an	essay	co-authored	by	Clare	Qualmann:	https://
clarequalmann.co.uk/	and	Blake	Morris:	https://thisisnotaslog.com/	


Don	McKay	(poet	collaborator	in	The	Boreal	Poetry	Garden):	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_McKay_(poet)

	

Marlene	suggests	a	few	walks:

1. The	Boreal	Poetry	Garden	on	Blast	Hole	Pond	Road	in	Portugal	Cove,	Newfoundland:	https://

www.marlenecreates.ca/works/2005boreal.html	

2. A	Virtual	Walk	of	The	Boreal	Poetry	Garden:	http://marlenecreates.ca/virtualwalk/


https://hypercritic.org/collection/marlene-creates-a-virtual-walk-of-the-boreal-poetry-garden-2010-review

3. Newfoundland’s	East	Coast	Trail:	https://www.newfoundlandlabrador.com/plan-and-book/attractions/210995	
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