TALKING WALKING

Matt Gilbert
Matt Gilbert, the author of the ‘Richly Evocative’ blog has had a collection of poetry published recently
called ‘Street Sailing’.

Andrew Stuck and Matt are on a walk together through Dulwich Woods part of the Great North Wood,
an area where Matt volunteered to undertake conservation work.

Frequently walking through the woods has been key to much of Matt’s creative writing process and in
their conversation, Matt talks about his approach to writing prose as well as to writing poetry, and gives
insight into the contemporary poets who have influenced and inspired him.

Although brought up in Bristol, Matt spent much of his life in West Norwood, what one newspaper
described as “an anonymous suburb of South London” - a remark that has rattled Matt and prompted
him to write the ‘Richly Evocative’ blog.

22’57” 10.8MB

Notes from the podcast interview by Andrew Stuck: Recorded on a walk in Dulwich Woods, London in
may 2025 and published in December 2025. http://www.talkingwalking.net

Matt’s Richly Evocative blog https://richlyevocative.net/
Purchase a copy of Street Sailing: https://www.blackboughpoetry.com/matt-gilbert

Dulwich Woods is part of the Great North Wood, parts of which are managed by the London Wildlife
Trust, for which Matt volunteered: https://www.wildlondon.org.uk/projects/great-north-wood

Poems not Bombs in Soho: https://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/venues/national-poetry-library/
national-events/poems-not-bombs-soho-2/

Insta Poets https://www.littleinfinite.com/20-popular-instapoetry-and-poet-accounts-to-follow/ , Top
Tweet Tuesday https://x.com/TopTweetTuesday , Black Bough Poetry publishers in Swansea https://
www.blackboughpoetry.com/matt-gilbert, Silver Branch series https://www.blackboughpoetry.com/

projects

John Fowles The French Lieutenant’s Woman https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
The_French_Lieutenant%27s_Woman is based in Lyme Regis https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyme_Regis
Bruce Chatwin - Songlines https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Songlines

Patrick Leigh Fermor https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patrick_Leigh Fermor

Lauren Elkin: Flaneuse https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/jul/25/flaneuse-women-walk-city-
paris-new-york-tokyo-venice-london-review-lauren-elkin

Melissa Harrison’s novel Clay: https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/clay-9781408842553/ - a review:
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/jan/25/clay-melissa-harrison-review

TV show introduced by Chris Baines - The Wild Side of Town https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chris_Baines
J RR Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Lord _of the Rings
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TALKING WALKING

Poets and collections mentioned by Matt include: Jen Feroze - A Dress With Deep Pockets - https://
poetrybusiness.co.uk/product/a-dress-with-deep-pockets/ Dianne Seuss - Modern Poetry - https://
fitzcarraldoeditions.com/books/modern-poetry/ Kim Moore - All the men | Never married https://
www.poetryfoundation.org/books/reviews/157017/all-the-men-i-never-married , Ross Gay https://
www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/ross-gay Matt recommends ‘Catalogue of Unabashed Gratitude’,
Jenny Mitchell https://www.westcorkmusic.ie/artists/2025/jenny-mitchell/

Matt has also commented on the interview and makes these further recommendations:

Another poet: Helen Mort (poet) - especially No Map Could Show Them and A Pint for the Ghost
-https://www.helenmort.com

Rob Cowen's - The North Road - very good, layered, recent book on walking a particular route - https://
www.penguin.co.uk/books/439516/the-north-road-by-cowen-rob/9781529152432

Soft City - by Jonathan Raban has been a major influence on my thinking about cities - https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soft_City

As well as Lord of the Rings, one book, | ought to have mentioned, which has had a deep impact on my
imaginative relationship with woods and trees, is ‘Mythago Wood’, by Robert Holdstock. Handily there's
a lengthy essay on my blog: https://richlyevocative.net/2017/10/27/a-place-on-the-shelf-1-mythago-
wood/

I'd also if possible suggest people buy any of the above from The Bookseller Crow, in Crystal Palace:
https://booksellercrow.co.uk/

Matt suggests a couple of walks.

1. Try to follow a route that never deviates from green space, for example from West Norwood to the
River Thames

2. Follow the River Wandle from source to where it joins the River Thames https://wandlenews.com/
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