TALKING WALKING

Pau Cata

Pau Cata presented at the Walking Arts and Relational Geographies conference, held in Girona, Catalonia, in July
2024. After his talk, they set off together on a slow walk through the city’s historic streets — partly in search of
somewhere to pause, where Pau could enjoy a beer and Andrew a coffee.

Pau is a walking historian, researcher, and curator whose practice bridges art, geography, and cultural mobility. He
has coordinated several significant initiatives, including the Center for Research and Creativity Casamaleas
(CeRCCa), North Africa Cultural Mobility Map (NACMM), and the HARAKAT Platform. Over the past decade, he
has developed an extensive body of research in Morocco and across parts of North and Saharan Africa, focusing
on mapping and documenting artist residencies and creative networks that have often been overlooked or
underrepresented in Western art discourses.

His work seeks to understand alternative, non-Western approaches to creativity and exchange — exploring how
movement, migration, and collaboration shape artistic practice. Through a mixture of happenstance and deep
engagement with place, Pau has also participated in collaborative research along trans-Saharan trade routes —
journeys that, fittingly, have frequently unfolded on foot.

Since 2020, his ongoing inquiries have been framed within the Art Residency Research Collective (ARRc) , where
he continues to investigate residencies as spaces of encounter, knowledge exchange, and relational geography.
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Notes from the podcast interview by Andrew Stuck: Recorded on a walk in Girona, Catalonia, Spain and published
in October 2025. http://www.talkingwalking.net

Pau Cata portfolio website: https://www.paucata.cat/bio He holds a PhD from the University of Edinburgh. He
comes from LLoreng del Penedes, a small rural community 50 kms south from Barcelona. Where in 2010 he set up
the art residency CeRCCa - Center for Research and Creativity Casamarles: https://cercca.cat/

Founder of ARRC - Art Residency Research Collective https://arrcsite.org/

Latest publications

Cata Marles, P. (October, 2025) “Walking the Unmapped
A Proposal for Reimagining the History of Art Residencies Through Cross-Cultural Methodologies”. Published at
the peer-reviewed journal FORUM+

Cata Marles, P. (2024) “From Rihla to Hakawati: On the Overlooked Histories of Art Residencies” In: Irmeli Kokko
(ed.) Locked - Unlocked - Unforeseen funded by KONE Foundation. Published by Mousse Publishing (Milan)

Current research projects

Latent Constellations: Towards an Idiorrhythmic Cartography of CAN Residencies (Catalonia) & Appartment 22’s
EXPEDITIONS (Riff) — Project funded by OSIC Departament de Cultura de la Generalitat de Catalunya Research
Grant (2025)

A Transformation Framework for Artist Residencies, based on Internal Critiques, Alternative Histories, and

Emerging Practices — Project funded by NETIAS (European Network of Institutes for Advanced Study) Constructive
Advanced Thinking Grant (2023—-2025).
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At the Walking Arts and Relational Geographies conference, Pau presented The Impossibility of Perception, a
diary-video piece reflecting on a 250-kilometre walk undertaken as part of the project Beyond Qafila Thania. The
work meditates on the limits of perception, the act of walking as a method of inquiry, and the fragile intersections
between body, landscape, and memory.

Pau has taken part in two Grand Tour organised by Clara Gari of Nau Cdoclea https://elgrandtour.net/?lang=en, in
the first one he was the relator or documentalist of the 15 days walk, the outcome of this task was Pyrene and the
Cretins: Historiographical derives through the High Pyrinees https://www.paucata.cat/pyreneielscretins/ .

Walter Benjamin - Barcelona and Alexandria: https://paucata.cat/ph/actions/the-art-of-getting-lost
Centre for Research and Creativity Casamaleas.

Pau doesn’t like to make recommendations but enjoys walking through the less-touristy suburbs of Barcelona,
whenever he visits the city.
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