TALKING WALKING

Richard White

Although they've known each other for over a decade, it has not been easy for Andrew Stuck to find an
opportunity to record a conversation with Richard White. An opportune moment arises as Richard
comes to London for his granddaughter’s birthday and he joins Andrew Stuck on a walk together in
Nonsuch Park on the outskirts of south west London.

Richard was an early pioneer in producing located media, uncovering overlooked or intentionally erased
histories.

Walking is integral to every stage in Richard's creative practice: he organises and hosts group walks as
part of his research, and in recovering, processing and embedding memory. This embodied engagement
with place and landscape is also key to the development and placement of media; sound is essential to
the live experience and through which his audiences experience any final GPS located composition.
Although still using locative media apps, Richard’s practice has evolved using handheld blue tooth
speakers and silent disco kit as part of a live performative walking experience.

Richard recently co-edited and contributed to "Breaking the Dead Silence" a collection of essays
published by Liverpool University Press on memoryscapes and obscured histories in the aftermath of the
toppling of the Colston statue in Bristol. He recently undertook a research fellowship in south Australia
walking the thread of empire and botany. Richard’s current project ‘Finding Country’ attends to the
landscape and built environment of North Somerset (UK), terraformed by enslavers and colonial
extraction. The project is a ‘walking-with’ the legacies of wealth extracted from colonised lands and
peoples manifested in the English countryside and country house. In the project Richard draws on and
seeks to articulate his walking research in Adelaide, South Australia, walking and asking questions, re-
telling stories back into the landscape
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Notes from the podcast interview by Andrew Stuck: Recorded on a walk in Nonsuch Park, Surrey and
published in August 2025. http://www.talkingwalking.net

Richard White portfolio website: https://www.walknowtracks.co.uk/

Breaking the Dead Silence - Liverpool University Press: https://www.liverpooluniversitypress.co.uk/doi/
book/10.3828/9781802075885

Walking Wiltshire’s White Horses a partnership with Ali Pretty see https://www.walknowtracks.co.uk/
blog/category/ali-pretty

A geo-located soundscape using crowd sourced audio content frm musician across the world was
produced for each of the nine chalkfigures on the North Wessex Downs as part of this project.

(the 2013 project website is now defunct and all the locative soundscapes were lost when appfurnace
was closed down) Talking Walking interview with Ali Pretty: https://www.talkingwalking.net/ali-pretty-
talking-walking/

Professional background: participatory media — Television History Workshop (C4 production company)
then Media Arts Lab, Swindon, more recently freelance artist researcher with affiliation to Bath Spa
University
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App Furnace (formerly MediaScape) now withdrawn http://www.appfurnace.com/ developed by
Calvium https://calvium.com/calviums-story/

Fay Godwin and JRL Anderson (1975) - The Oldest Road:The Ridgeway

Fay Godwin photographs, some of which now owned by Wiltshire Council, formed the starting point for
The Ridgeway Project (2012), project aimed at increasing engagement with the art collection, walking
and photography. The participatory element involving using social media and accessing geo tagged user
generated photography, a locative app was produced to support and encourage participation. A live
installation was presented alongside the Godwin prints. The app was lost when appfurnace was closed.

Aneta Gorka web designer and front end developer https://www.linkedin.com/in/anetagl/
Creative Wiltshire, is now fully incorporated within Wiltshire College and the unit closed.

Jackie Calderwood https://www.jackiecalderwood.com/about.php
- geocaching https://www.geocaching.com/play

Sven Linquist (2023) Dig where You Stand
originally published in 1978, inspirational book championing history research from below. See also
History Workshop Movement: eg Raphael Samuel, Theatres of Memory (1994)

Tolpuddle Martyrs https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tolpuddle _Martyrs
and Captain Swing https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Captain_Swing

Lacock Abbey and village, Wiltshire - Harry Potter location - Fox Talbot photographer https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry Fox_Talbot - owned by the National Trust https://
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/wiltshire/lacock

Wiltshire History Centre https://wshc.org.uk/ - lottery funded purchase of archive for Lacock Abbey
https://wshc.org.uk/lacock-unlocked/

Lacock Unlocked was a locative media app offering a walk through the village linking archive items to
particular locations and stories from the village. The app and project website are no longer active.

Workhouse Burial ground project in Bath - a collaboration with John Payne
https://www.walknowtracks.co.uk/walkingthenames.html

Walking The Names, a live series of walks and sonic experiences at the Bath Workhouse Burial Ground
Two locative audio soundscapes using Echoes app https://echoes.xyz/ at the site and the adjoining
workhouse

Bath City Jubilee Waits https://bathcityjubileewaits.org.uk/ - traditional folk band played an impromptu
wake at the burial ground following the Covid lock downs https://vimeo.com/472370414

Bathscape https://www.bathscape.co.uk/
Poor Law Guardians https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Board_of guardians
Bath - UNESCO World Heritage City https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/428/

Forced Walks, a collaboration with Lorna Brunstein, https://forcedwalks.co.uk/
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Sweet Waters Project https://www.walknowtracks.co.uk/sweet-waters.html

—walking and asking questions about slave ownership and its legacies, an exploration and re-awakening
of the obscured and uncomfortable history of the atrocities behind the wealth that funded Georgian
Bath https://www.walknowtracks.co.uk/sweet-waters.html

Compensation money for loss of slaves paid by the British Government in the 1830s https://
www.bankofengland.co.uk/working-paper/2022/the-collection-of-slavery-compensation-1835-43

Toppling of the Colston statue in Bristol https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Statue of Edward_Colston#:~:text=0n%207%20June%202020%2C%20the%20statue%20was%20pulled
%20down%20during,installed%200n%2017%20April%202025.

Kew Gardens - The Mliscellaneous Collection https://www.kew.org/science/our-science/projects/
miscellaneous-reports

Empire, Botany and Deep Time a series of walks in Bath’sSydney Gardens https://
www.walknowtracks.co.uk/projects.html#Sydney

connections with the City of Sydney and Botany Bay in Australia. Hand held speakers provided a sound
track of provocations and commentary, early experiments with silent disco. A collaboration with sound
artist Joseff Harris: https://soundcloud.com/walknow-sound/a-giant-sequoia-in-bath

Museum of South Australia https://www.samuseum.sa.gov.au/

Richard holds a visiting research fellowship at Bath Spa University https://www.bathspa.ac.uk/, and lives
in Pill alongsidethe River Avon http://www.riveravontrail.org.uk/pillhistory.html , where the enslaver
Bright dynasty owned a mansion.

Finding Country is Richard’s current project:

https://www.walknowtracks.co.uk/finding-country.html

This walking and asking questions project continues resonating with the Dig Where You Stand ethic as
Richard continues to walk and ask questions in his new home village. Richard is currently working with
popular song as a trigger and provocation on live performative walks in the triangle that links the Bright
mansion in Pill, their city home in Bristol, The Miles residence in at Leigh Court and the Gibbs estate
based on Tyntesfield. The three enslaver families intermarried, shared business interests and
transformed the landscapes at home and abroad.

The Bright business in south Australia https://theconversation.com/a-fortune-built-on-slavery-the-bright-
family-papers-and-their-journey-from-uk-to-melbourne-58423
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/Ibs/person/view/41207

The Gibbs dynasty developed a large estate south of Bristol including Tyntesfield House now a National
Trust property https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/bath-bristol/tyntesfield ,

Gibbs and Brights were partners in the Great Western Railway, Great Western Cotton Company, Great
Western Steamship Company https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Western_Railway and eventually
owned the SS Great Britain https://www.ssgreatbritain.org/ , Through which they developed extensive
commercial interests founded on colonial extraction in the southern hemisphere
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Leigh Court, formerly the residence of the Miles dynasty, also enslavers, wealth derived from sugar and
banking https://www.leighcourt.co.uk/

Richard suggests two walks:

1.Try out a Slow Ways route near you. https://beta.slowways.org/

2.Ralph Hoyte’s Ghost ships / Colston’s Last Journey sound walk on the SatSymph platform https://
walklistencreate.org/walkingpiece/colstons-last-journey/
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