
Kris%e	  Daniel

Kris%e	  Daniel	  is	  Programme	  Director	  for	  the	  Liveable	  Ci5es	  Programme	  delivered	  by	  Healthbridge	  
a	  Canadian	  NGO.	  	  Healthbridge	  and	  partners	  were	  mul5-‐award	  winners	  in	  the	  2015	  Walk21	  
Visionary	  Awards,	  for	  projects	  in	  developing	  countries	  in	  Asia	  and	  Africa,	  where	  they	  are	  working	  
with	  local	  groups	  to	  create	  public	  spaces	  and	  improve	  non-‐motorised	  access	  to	  them.	  	  

Andrew	  Stuck,	  producer	  of	  Talking	  Walking,	  caught	  up	  with	  Kris5e	  as	  she	  stopped	  over	  in	  London,	  
on	  a	  journey	  from	  Toronto	  to	  Bangkok.	  

Notes	  from	  the	  podcast	  interview	  by	  Andrew	  Stuck:	  the	  interview	  was	  recorded	  on	  a	  walk	  through	  
Margravine	  Cemetery,	  a	  popular	  public	  space	  in	  Hammersmith,	  beneath	  the	  Heathrow	  flight	  path.	  
Published	  in	  January,	  2017	  on	  hSp://www.talkingwalking.net	  

Healthbridge	  works	  with	  low	  and	  middle	  income	  country	  partners.	  	  Kris5e	  is	  working	  with	  partners	  
in	  10	  different	  countries	  hSp://healthbridge.ca/	  

Liveable	  Ci5es	  -‐	  focussed	  on	  3	  specific	  areas:	  healthy	  transporta5on;	  access	  to	  local	  fresh	  food	  
markets;	  and	  access	  to	  parks,	  playgrounds	  etc.	  hSp://healthbridge.ca/programs/livable-‐ci5es	  

Walk21	  Visionaries	  Award	  -‐	  part	  of	  the	  Vienna	  Walk21	  conference	  in	  2015:	  
hSp://walk21vienna.com/visionaries/	  Healthbridge	  had	  supported	  	  four	  winners:

Hoian	  in	  Vietnam	  -‐	  79	  new	  parks	  -‐	  a	  playground	  within	  500ms	  of	  every	  home:	  
hSp://walk21vienna.com/?dg_vo5ng_submission=hoian-‐public-‐spaces-‐master-‐plan
hSps://healthbridge.ca/images/uploads/library/03_HoiAn_Master_Plan_final.pdf

Thrissur	  in	  India	  -‐	  redesign	  of	  a	  local	  park:	  
hSp://walk21vienna.com/?dg_vo5ng_submission=cultural-‐village-‐and-‐ac5ve-‐lifestyle

Katmandu	  Walks	  monthly	  car	  free	  days	  in	  Nepal’s	  capital	  city:	  
hSp://walk21vienna.com/?dg_vo5ng_submission=ktm-‐walks	  
hSps://healthbridge.ca/images/uploads/library/
HB_Partner_Case_Studies_RECPHC_Nepal_Ktm_Walks_Campaign.pdf

Uganda’s	  Kampala’s	  parks	  are	  centred	  in	  the	  city:	  
hSp://walk21vienna.com/?dg_vo5ng_submission=spaces-‐for-‐children-‐in-‐kampala	  
hSps://healthbridge.ca/images/uploads/library/Kampala_park_research_summary.pdf

Healthbridge	  also	  works	  with	  “Work	  for	  a	  BeSer	  Bangladesh”:	  hSp://www.wbbtrust.org/	  

Project	  for	  Public	  Spaces:	  hSp://www.pps.org/	  

London	  Na5onal	  Park	  City	  hSp://www.na5onalparkcity.london/	  and	  opportuni5es	  for	  ‘natural	  
play’	  e.g.	  hSp://playlink.org/pdf/oh-‐i-‐thought-‐we-‐agreed.pdf	  
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Nepal	  -‐	  earthquake	  -‐	  Thamel	  is	  the	  main	  tourist	  area,	  especially	  for	  tourists	  wishing	  to	  climb	  
Everest.	  hSp://wikitravel.org/en/Kathmandu	  
hSps://www.youtube.com/watch?5me_con5nue=2&v=2JaWNafF6Uo

Margravine	  Cemetery,	  Hammersmith:	  hSp://margravinecemetery.org.uk/	  

What	  has	  happened	  since	  we	  recorded	  this	  interview	  with	  Kris%e	  Daniel

Since	  the	  interview	  was	  recorded,	  we	  have	  con5nued	  to	  
work	  on	  all	  the	  great	  projects	  that	  I	  spoke	  about	  in	  the	  
interview.	  	  The	  HoiAn	  Master	  Plan	  is	  currently	  being	  
implemented.	  	  The	  city	  has	  planned	  for	  79	  new	  parks	  that	  
are	  within	  walking	  distance	  of	  residents.	  	  The	  city	  has	  thus	  
far	  achieved	  40%	  of	  that	  targeted	  number	  of	  parks.	  	  In	  
Kathmandu,	  the	  success	  of	  Ktm	  Walks	  has	  lead	  to	  the	  
crea5on	  of	  a	  one	  kilometre	  permanent	  pedestrian	  space	  in	  
Thamel.	  	  This	  was	  a	  huge	  success	  for	  the	  local	  project.

In	  addi5on,	  we	  have	  been	  able	  to	  greatly	  expand	  our	  projects	  in	  Africa	  thanks	  to	  a	  grant	  from	  UN-‐
Habitat.	  	  In	  Africa—like	  in	  many	  other	  places	  in	  the	  world—public	  spaces	  are	  used	  for	  public	  life,	  
commerce	  and	  interac5on.	  However,	  lack	  of	  funds,	  planning,	  and	  maintenance,	  as	  well	  as	  priority	  
for	  motorized	  vehicles,	  has	  turned	  many	  public	  spaces	  into	  unsafe,	  unforgiving	  and	  unconnected	  
places.	  Many	  public	  spaces	  are	  difficult	  to	  access,	  especially	  for	  those	  living	  in	  vulnerable	  
situa5ons.

This	  is	  especially	  the	  case	  in	  Kampala,	  Uganda,	  Niamey,	  Niger	  and	  Accra,	  Ghana.	  There	  is	  a	  
significant	  lack	  of	  formal	  public	  spaces	  in	  each	  of	  these	  ci5es,	  par5cularly	  in	  the	  outlying	  areas	  
where	  the	  slum	  seSlements	  are	  located.	  Of	  those	  spaces	  that	  do	  exist,	  they	  are	  degraded,	  of	  poor	  
quality,	  and	  under	  constant	  threat	  of	  being	  developed	  into	  other	  purposes.
To	  address	  this	  issue,	  HealthBridge	  is	  working	  with	  local	  partners	  to	  	  implement	  pilot	  public	  space	  
projects	  in	  Kampala,	  Niamey,	  and	  Accra.	  	  These	  spaces	  will	  improve	  local	  policies,	  plans	  and	  
designs	  for	  safe,	  inclusive	  and	  accessible	  public	  spaces.	  	  The	  final	  results	  of	  this	  project	  should	  be	  
available	  in	  May.
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