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George Fort
Walking along London’s Regent’s canal in Hackney with George Fort who has been developing a digital platform called “Placecloud”. Placecloud is all about animating the places through which we walk with place-specific recordings (‘placecasts’) written by writers, artists, scholars and everyday people. George maintains it is not a collection of audio tours, recorded in a studio by a dislocated actor, but instead numerous placecasts dotted across London, recorded by people like you and me in the very places we are observing and describing.  He spells out an intriguing and persuasive argument for why there’s an appetite for Placecloud and why he is convinced that it is going to be popular amongst us walkers. 19’24”” 9.1MB

Notes from the podcast interview by Andrew Stuck: Recorded in February 2018 on a walk long the Regent’s Canal in Hackney, London.  Published in February 2019 on http://www.talkingwalking.net 

Placecloud can be found at https://www.placecoud.io 

Submit your own Placecast: https://www.placecloud.io/submissions - place specific podcasts

George was a Trustee of the Blake Society: http://www.blakesociety.org/ more about William Blake: http://www.blakesociety.org/about-blake/ 

198 https://www.198.org.uk/  Black history of Railton Road, Brixton and Herne Hill https://brixtonadvice.org.uk/stories-from-railton-road/ 

Contributors include: 

Dr Tom Bolton, https://tombolton.co.uk/ author of London’s Lost Rivers and other titles - whom we interviewed for Talking Walking:  https://www.talkingwalking.net/tom-bolton-talking-walking/ and who introduced us to George

Dr Eleanor Janega, and historian currently focussing on the conceptualisation of sex and its influence on society in the medieval and early modern period https://womenalsoknowhistory.com/individual-scholar-page/?pdb=687 

Dr Luke Seaber, scholar and writer focussing on C19th and C20th literature https://www.researchgate.net/scientific-contributions/2056621315_Luke_Seaber 

George hopes to entice Roots Manuva, a rapper form Brixton to contribute a placecast: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roots_Manuva & https://www.thenational.ae/arts-culture/music/roots-manuva-duppy-writer-1.554569
George recommends two placecasts:

1. Dr Eleanor Janega writing about Pye Corner in Smithfield which was a medieval brothel zone, as well as where the Great Fire of London was finally stopped. https://www.placecloud.io/feed/c/0/i/29734677/cock-lane-farringdon-london-uk 

2. Christina Faraday’s piece on an enormous public latrine next to the Thames, set up and funded by Dick Whittington in the C14th. https://www.placecloud.io/feed/c/0/i/29738814/bell-wharf-lane-city-london-uk 
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